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Context

Vehicle Parc

~84M number plates

Three pieces of legislation which
cover plates

2001

2001 

2003.

Significance?

• The Legislation is old and technology

has moved on

• ANPR drives the legislation





Quiz

• How much does it cost to register as a
supplier in the UK?
£40 - one off fee - for the last 23 years in the case of some

suppliers.

• How many current outlets?

• What checks are taken at the time of
registering?

• Are there annual audits by DVLA
Enforcement?

• Obligations to record details electronically
of plates supplied?

• How many ANPR cameras in the UK and
how many reads per day?

• How many security marks on a UK plate?



Typical forms of plate abuse
Estimates suggest 1 in 15 plates are non-compliant (5.6M plates).

• No personalisation and/or BS mark

• Incorrect spacing

• Incorrect font and size

• Fastenings in the readable area

• Tinting and non-compliant 'stick-on' digits

• Cloning

• Stealth plates

• Ghost plates



Ghost plates

• First appeared around 2019

• Uses an IR transmitting black acrylic - appears like a normal raised plastic digit but is invisible
under IR light.

• Hard to detect without specialised equipment.

• Rochdale TS - Feb 2024

• DVLA Enforcement

• Sarah Coombes MP (West Bromwich)

• APPG Report



APPG 'Ghost' and RSS

• RSS

• APPG - Ghost



Risks to Remarketing

Pre-sale compliance burden Reputational risk

Due diligence Central vs decentralised supply



What's next?

DVLA are fully committed to address the
issue and will consult over the coming
months and years

Expect 3D plates to be banned later this
year (76 reg)

Significantly enhanced penalties to the
driver for displaying

Moving forward - stricter rules on
suppliers and manufacturers aimed at
securitised product and distribution.

Timescale overall 3-4 years?



Thank you


