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__________________________________________________________________________________
VRA member meeting minutes
10.00 am, 6th February 2025
epyx, Meriden
___________________________________________________________________________
MEETING MINUTES
Present: 

In person: Alex Allsopp, Cox Automotive, Craig Auden, epyx, Adam Bracegirdle, Autorola, Lauren Brewerton, Autorola, Nigel Casey, Kinto-UK, Stuart Chamberlain, Arval, Ashley Coulter, Equiniti, MarkDavis, epyx, Roger Evans, Engineius, Andrew Gale, epyx, Max Goldsmith, epyx, David Gray, Cox Automotive, Graham Howes, MAG, Alma Kealy, Rennicks, Vicky Malcolm, Motability Operations, Derren Martin, Black Gold Consulting, Ashley Minors, Boswell Aftermarket, Philip Nothard, Cox Auto, Matt Oakley ATG Auto, Guy Pearce, FLAG, Oliver Phillpott, Generational, Stephanie Pilkington, epyx, Chris Plumb, cap hpi, Jeremy Raggett, Privacy4Cars, Melissa Seckington, Wilsons Auctions, Jon Sore, Arval, Zoe Sutton, Next Gear, Kieran Teeboon, Dealer Auction, David Watkins, Greenhous, Jayson Whittington, Glass’s, Najib Sali, Brego, Rob Williams, Heqet, Stuart Wilson, CDL Services, Phil Deegan, PAVE, Gordon Cockle, Aston Barclay, Gary Xuereb, DMN Group, Marc Lees, epyx, Stacy Pepworth, Cox Automotive.
Online: Nick Chadaway, DMN Group, Cliff Deller, Glenn Sturley, Jon Wheeler, CDL Services, Stephen Whitton [M]enable, James Marquette, Motorway
Also in attendance: Sanjay Mistry – Paperchase PR; Simon Wells, Paperchase PR.
Apologies: Ian Banks, Suzuki, Marc Palmer, Auto Trader, Tony Saxon, Justin Shaw, ZigUp, Simon Hunt, Brego, Rupert Pontin, AutoGrab, Nick Thompson, Aston Barclay. Mark Fretwell, One Auto API, Martin Cleaver, Sytner

1. Welcome from the chair: Philip Nothard welcomed members to the meeting and provided an update on VRA activities, including a proposed partnership with CARA.

2. Introduction: Marc Lees from epyx welcomed guests to Meriden. 

3. Presentation: Ashley Minors, client director, Boswell Aftermarket, talked about the technology behind electric vehicle battery repair, as well as trends in the wider motor insurance sector

4. Presentation: David Gray from Cox Automotive’s EV Battery Solutions discussed emerging in-life services, such as diagnostics, repair, and remanufacturing that help extend the lifespan of EV batteries

5. Presentation: Anthea Coulter, account director at Equiniti, presented on the practical aspects of managing the recent court of appeal decision on motor finance discretionary commission arrangements for the remarketing sector.

6. Presentation: Chris Plumb, head Of current car valuations, of cap hpi, provided an overview of the current state of the new and used car market.

7. Any other business. There was no other business.

8. Next meeting. 20th March at Cox Automotive, Bruntingthorpe.

9. Lunch and networking
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