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__________________________________________________________________________________
VRA member meeting minutes
23 January 2019
Fleet Auction Group, Brindley Road, Coalville, LE67 3HG
___________________________________________________________________________
MEETING MINUTES
Present: Sam Watkins – CWL, Philip Nothard – Cox Automotive, Marcus Blakemore – Gain Solutions, Jonathan Butler – Geldards, Gordon Barr – Auxillis, Kevin Dewberry – Arval, Ian Featherstone – Energy Saving Trust, Amanda Garner – Forde Recruitment, Richard Haines – Forde Recruitment, Trevor Greenwood – CDL Information Services, Maximillian Goldsmith – EPYX, Lauren – EPYX, Kathy Horsey – BCA, Duncan Josey – Autotrader, Vicky Malcolm – Motability Operations, Guy Pearce – Fleet Auction Group, Giles Rayner – Indepenent, Steve Scofield – Institue of Motor Industry, Michael Simmonds – Shoreham Vehicle Auctions, Liam Stone – Autofutura, Keith Weaver – Sytner Group, Jon Wheeler – CDL Information Services, Jayson Whittington – Glass’s, Richard Richmond – GEFCO, Vicky Arnold – GEFCO, David Kennedy – GEFCO, Rob Severs – iVendi, Christian Howard De La Mere – Hyundai Capital UK
In attendance: Sanjay Mistry – Paperchase PR, Alex Watkins – Paperchase PR
Apologies: Graham Howes – CD Auction Group, Ruper Pontin – Cazana, Glenn Sturely – VRA, Matt Bristow – BCA, Denis Keenan – KeeResources, Gary Xuereb – DMN Logistics, Tony Saxon – VRA, Cliff Deller – VRA, 

1. Welcome from the chairman
· Sam Watkins opened and welcomed members to the meeting

2. Matters arising from the last meeting 
· There were no matters arising. The minutes were approved

3. Guest Presentations
· Full versions are available on the VRA website and will be emailed to members

4. Presentation: UK EV drivers for change 

· Ian Featherstone, Energy Saving Trust and Micheal Simmonds from Shoreham Auctions outlined the current drivers in the UK for EV change 
· They explained some of the government’s current and future plans as well as how EV capabilities and charging technology are changing. Ian also discussed how the industry itself can help promote EVs and Michael highlighted the benefits Shoreham had seen from the EST training

5. Presentation: Business challenges to meet EV shift 

· Steve Scofield, Institute of Motor Industry discussed how the changing world of making, selling and buying cars is changing and what challenges this brings for the industry. 
· From an EV skills perspective he outlined the skills, training and qualifications those in the industry need on EV vehicles to ensure safety is a number one priority. 
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Discussion held on battery technology, charging infrastructure, the need to be prepared for the fast change technology in the automotive sector

6. Market update: 

· Jayson Whittington from Glass’s Guide gave an update on the new and used car market, with specific emphasis on the impact of EVs on the sector
· Discussion help on EV take up, remarketing of EVs and future RVs 

7. Hot topics – Sam Watkins led a discussion on the following
· Impact the uncertainty around Brexit is having on the industry Issues around volume and stock shortages
· Jonathan Butler of Geldards gave an update on the ongoing ASA issue 
· Potential for the VRA to create a response to the document circulated by the ASA

8. AOB
· None raised

9. Next Meeting – 14 March, GEFCO, Central Boulevard, Prologis Park, Coventry, CV6 4BX 
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